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SALAMANCA ACHIEVES

CHART Team Meeting

March 13, 2009

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Myers Steakhouse & Inn, Salamanca, NY

In Attendance: 

Ann Marie Wright, Barb Hastings, Chris Bailey, Deb Nichols, Jake Steger, 

Jennifer Widger, Jim Lapey, Kate O’Stricker, Laura Riley, Lindsay Ball, 
Mary Elizabeth Koch, Mistine Keis, Norm Moore, Patti Kenjockety,
Sandi Brundage, Sharon Noecker, Bruce Hathaway, Ink Young, Robin Crouse
· Welcome / Introductions - Deb Nichols welcomed all the attendees and started round the table introductions. She gave special congratulations to Norm Moore, the YMCA volunteer of the year.

· Updates from CHART Members
· CDC Conference – Deb Nichols reported that she attended the 20th Annual CDC national conference in Washington, D.C. whose theme was “Cultivating Healthy Communities.” She was invited by Monica Vinluan and Jennie Hefelfinger to be part of a panel presentation to share successes from the Salamanca ACHIEVE project along with two other ACHIEVE projects in Pennsylvania and North Carolina. Deb referred to the handouts Cultivating Healthy Communities and CDC Annual Conference Summary when discussing the conference. She stated what an honor it was for our project to be identified as a model community. Also at the conference, the ACHIEVE presenters were interviewed by a CDC consultant to put together a one page abstract/project that will be published in the CDC annual, Success Stories from States and Territories. Additionally, Dave Hoffman, NYS DOH and NACDD (National Association of Chronic Disease Directors) representative, spoke as follow-up to both PolicyLink (connected with the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation) and on Capitol Hill (to both the House and Senate!) using Salamanca’s ACHIEVE project as a model of success. In the closing plenary session of the CDC conference, Wayne Giles from the CDC stated Salamanca by name as a model of excellence in engaging its community in healthy activites. Deb commended the entire CHART for ACHIEVE-ments accomplished and was honored to be their spokesperson nationally.
· Logo Contest Winners / Prizes – Mary Elizabeth Koch and Lindsay Ball presented the logo contest winner, Zachary Helms, with a Nintendo® Wii. Pictures proceeded for the Salamanca Newspaper. 
· Spring Activities: Pennsy Trail Reclamation  
· Sub Committees Template: Kate O’Stricker presented a graph of sub committees for the different ACHIEVE events. The graph was passed around for group members to fill in additional areas where they can participate. 
· Clean-up / Maintenance: Jennifer Widger stated that the Downtown Merchants group is trying to organize a clean up day. Currently, Bill Ferguson has arranged to have the sidewalks hosed off by the fire department on May 16th. Deb Nichols stated she would like the trail clean up day to be in April to get ready for the walk and to have the area youth involved. Robin Crouse suggested that during school spring break, children from SNI center could also help with the clean up in addition to the Salamanca Youth Bureau children. Mr. Lapey suggested investing in garbage bins and sanitary hand dispensers for the trail as well. 
· Agenda/ Speakers/ Save the Date:  Deb stated that the Salamanca Mayor and Senator Young have confirmed presenting at the Pennsy Trail event. Kate presented a draft agenda to attendees. The 2 County Legislators from Salamanca, a NYS DOH rep (Bruce), a SNI Tribal Council rep and Penny Brown’s family members will be asked to participate as well. Ann Marie also suggested printing save the date cards for the Falling Leaves Festival to be promoted at the Pennsy Trail Reclamation. PLEASE forward to Mistine (mak357@cornell.edu) anyone w/addresses that you would like to be included on our Save-the-Date mailing list that will be going out very soon!
· DJ/Refreshments: Deb confirmed with Sharon that refreshments and a DJ will be available the day of the event through SalCares. Sandi stated that she can get a podium set up for us. CCHD will set up their large preparedness tent the day before. ALL activities will start at the Youth Center w/fun walk to be held on the Pennsy Trail.
· Fun Walk/ Stations/ Caps - Ann Marie also announced that the YMCA will be picking up the cost for 1000 hats + visors that will be available at the Pennsy Trail Reclamation. The suggestion was made to investigate how to get t-shirts for CHART members helping with the reclamation. Ann Marie will check on this w/Schubert. Chris Bailey stated that the trail is covered under city insurance, however the Y bounce houses will have to be covered under their insurer.
· Bike Patrols: Mr. Lapey asked if there was a way to get the Seneca Marshals involved in trail patrols. Sandi and Deb stated they will arrange to talk with the Police Chief to arrange times for patrols. Deb is going to ask the Marshals if they need a bike to participate with the bike patrols or would they prefer using their ATVs. The suggestion was made to have the bikes present at the event so that people can see them + be aware of tmes patrols will be available. 
· Adopt-A-Trail Set up / Donations: Mr. Lapey stated that the Rotary Club will be helping with a donation for a bench! Robin suggested contacting Regina Abrahams, editor of the Seneca Newsletter, to help get more people aware of the Pennsy Trail event. Attendees discussed different groups in the area that could help maintain the trail in the long term. Ann Marie read off the donation letter crafted by she and Amy Maitland. It was approved by CHART.
· Nature Points: Lindsay stated that she presented to the Salamanca Garden Club and they have agreed to help out, making areas around the benches look better. They are planning to plant perennials and annuals, and they will have a budget ready for us! They’re hoping to do the planting and clean up around the two week school vacation. 
· Additional Action Items
· Sandi reports that the soup kitchen is now open on Fridays! This is another goal accomplished on our CAP. She thanked Amy Maitland who worked on this project with her. Sandi is going to take her YC kids over to the soup kitchen today (13th) for the 1st Friday of it being open. 
· Mary Elizabeth stated she is hoping as part of Sal School’s 21st Century grant that she can help offer evening meals to youth. Sandi also asked CHART to consider donating one day a month to help out. PLEASE contact Sandi at 945-1311 if you can volunteer one dinner a month, or if you are able to volunteer at any times.
· Next Meeting Date / Time – Members discussed concerns of planning the trail event. An informal meeting was scheduled for Friday, March 27th, at 12:00 pm to walk the trail and plan out stations, the events, where miscellaneous objects will be placed, etc. We will meet at the Sal Youth Center at noon; anyone wishing to “brown bag lunch it” is welcome to join Sandi earlier. There is NO NEED to RSVP for this meeting. Weather-dependent, wear your old walking shoes or boots and dress appropriately!
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